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3 
I.—OUTLINE OF ANGLO-IRAQ TREATY RELATIONS, 1920-1927. 


HE history of Great Britain’s relations with the young Kingdom of 

Iraq is interesting from more than one point of view. Partly, 

because there has been a good deal of misconception as to the extent 
of England’s commitments in that country, with a consequent mis- 
apprehension as to the burden cast on the taxpayer by our undertaking 
to guarantee its defence, but more specially because the record of the 
relations between the two countries affords an excellent example of the 
successful working of the system under which, in accordance with 
Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, certain “‘ advanced 
nations ’’ of the West undertook the tutelage of the newly formed states 
in Asia and elsewhere which were ‘“ not yet able to stand by themselves 
under the strenuous conditions of the modern world.’ In fact, so 
successful has been the collaboration of the two Governments, that pro- 
gress in political and economic development in Iraq has been more 
rapid than was expected, with the result that several changes have had 
to be made in the terms of the treaties which govern the relations of the 
two countries. This has made it more difficult to arrive at an accurate 
judgment as to the responsibilities of Great Britain in the matter, though 
the need for an understanding of them is especially evident just now, 
when the question of the revision of the Treaty of Alliance between the 
two countries is due to come up for discussion. King Feisal is expected 
to arrive in England, where his Prime Minister, Jafar Pasha al Askari, 
is already staying, some time in October, and as the revision of the 
existing treaty relations is due for consideration next year, negotiations 
regarding any changes cannot long be delayed. 


In order to understand the problem which will confront the two 
Governments, it is necessary to follow in outline the history of the 
political relations of Great Britain and Iraq since, in August 1920, by 
Article 94 of the Treaty of Sevres, the latter was ‘“ provisionally recog- 
nised as an independent State, subject to the rendering of administrative 
advice and assistance by a Mandatory until such time as it is able to stand 
alone.’’ The Council of the League of Nations approved the terms of a 
Mandate, granted to Great Britain by the principal Allied Powers, under 
which the Mandatory was within three years to frame an Organic Law 
for the country, and at the same time accept responsibility for the 
establishment of public security, and the defence of the country from 
foreign aggression. This position was accepted by the Imperial Parlia- 
ment in August, 1921, but, meanwhile, the country having been pacified 
and King Feisal established on the throne (August 23rd, 1921), a formal 
Treaty of Alliance between the two countries was negotiated and signed 
in Baghdad on October roth, 1922. One of the most important articles 
in this Treaty, especially in the light of after events, was that by which 
His Britannic Majesty undertook to use his good offices to secure the 
admission of Iraq to membership of the League of Nations as soon as 
possible (Article 6). By Article 7, Great Britain undertook to provide 
such support and assistance to the armed forces of Iraq “ as may from 
time to time be agreed upon ”’ by the contracting parties, thus, as will 
be seen, providing for a periodic review of the situation. Even more 
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important was Article 18, on the application of which most of the sub- 
sequent discussions and qualifications have turned. By this Article, 
the Treaty was to remain in force for twenty years, after being accepted 
by the Iraq National Assembly, at the end of which period the situation 
was to be examined ; unless, of course, Iraq had meanwhile become a 
member of the League, when the Treaty automatically terminates. So 
far, however, no problems had arisen such as complicated the relations 
of the two Governments later on in connection with the Mosul Boundary 


decision. 

During the General Election in Great Britain in November, 1922, a 
campaign was conducted throughout the country against the fulfilment 
of our pledges to Iraq, on the ground of the expense to the British tax- 
payer. Mr. Bonar Law’s Cabinet came in under obligation to consider 
the question, and after a good deal of discussion both in London and in 
Baghdad a Protocol to the Treaty of Alliance was drawn up and signed 
on April 30th, 1923. The principal article of this concerned the duration 
of the Treaty, and it was stipulated that it should “ terminate upon 
Iraq becoming a member of the League of Nations, and in any case not 
later than four years from the ratification of peace with Turkey.” (This 
took place on August 6th, 1924). At the same time provision was care- 
fully made that nothing should “ prevent fresh agreements from being 
concluded with a view to regulating the subsequent relations between 
the two countries.” On March 25th, 1924, the military agreement, 
provided for in Article 7 of the Treaty, was signed ; this laid down more 
definitely the limits of Great Britain’s responsibilities in Iraq. Article 1 
established that the two Governments “ hereby recognize the principle 
that the Government of Iraq shall at the earliest possible date, provided 
it shall not be later than four years from the date of the conclusion of 
this agreement, accept full responsibility, both for the maintenance of 
internal order and for the defence of Iraq from external aggression,”’ 
while it was also agreed that ‘‘ the material support and assistance being 
rendered by His Britannic Majesty’s Government shall be progressively 
reduced with all possible expedition.’”” Furthermore, such support and 
assistance was in no case to take the form of a contribution by the 
British Government to the cost of the Iraq army or other local forces 
such as the gendarmerie, though the Imperial Forces maintained in the 
country naturally remained at the charge of Great Britain. In order, 
however, that the latter should not find herself saddled with too large 
a share of the organization of the defence of Iraq, the Iraq Government 
undertook (by Article 4) to devote not less than 25 per cent. of the revenue 
of the State to the maintenance of the regular army and air forces, and 
as finances permitted, progressively to increase the strength of the 
permanent regular army in accordance with a programme prescribed in 
a schedule attached to the agreement, and, in addition, to form a reserve 
army. Finally, Article 5 provided that the strength of the Imperial 
Garrison should be reviewed every year, with a view to the progressive 
reduction provided for by the agreement. A financial agreement was 
signed on the same day (March 25th, 1924) providing that the entire cost of 
the civil administration should be borne by Iraq, and stipulating that the 
Government should, at the earliest possible date, accept full responsibility 
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for the maintenance of internal order and for the defence of the country 
from foreign aggression. By Article 3 the financial assistance afforded 
by Great Britain was to be progressively reduced, and in any case ter- 
minate within four years of the ratification of peace with Turkey. 

It will be seen, therefore, that every opportunity has been taken to 
encourage Iraq to emancipate herself from the state of tutelage under 
which she was placed by the League, and by the middle of 1924 the 
opinion of the British Government was that before the four years period 
had elapsed she might be entitled to ask for admission to membership 
of the League. In September, 1924, Great Britain, in reporting to the 
League on her administration of the Mandate, asked the Council to 
accept, in place of the original draft mandate, the Treaty of Alliance 
concluded in October, 1922, and the subsequent Protocols and agree- 
ments of 1923 and 1924. It was pointed out by Lord Parmoor, the 
British spokesman at Geneva, that the Mandatory form of stewardship 
was unsuitable in character, besides being unpopular in Iraq, and that 
the Government felt that its obligations towards the League would have 
to be regulated in a different way. The Treaty would, he said, place 
the Government in a position vis-a-vis Iraq to discharge its obligations 
towards the League fully and satisfactorily, securing the same results 
as the Mandate in a manner far more acceptable to Iraq. 

He, therefore, put forward for approval a draft decision which con- 
tained one or two interesting stipulations. One of these was to the 
effect that ‘‘ No modification of the terms of the Treaty of Alliance 
between Great Britain and Iraq will be agreed to by the British Govern- 
ment without the consent of the Council of the League,” a provision 
which it is well to bear in mind in considering the question of the revision 
of the Treaty. 

This draft decision was adopted by the League Council on September 
27th, 1924, at which date it was hoped that Great Britain was in sight 
of the termination of her liabilities in Iraq. The events of the following 
year, however, ending with the League award in the Mosul frontier 
dispute, changed the position and opened afresh the question as to how 
long the Government’s policy could be maintained. As to exactly what 
this policy was, there was a good deal of misapprehension and hazy 
thinking. In giving their decision regarding Mosul, which they did on 
December 16th, 1925, the Council of the League stipulated that the 
relations between the contracting parties—as defined by the Treaty of 
Alliance, the agreements, and the undertaking approved by the League 
on September 27th, 1924—should be continued for a period of twenty- 
five years, unless Iraq became a member of the League before that date. 
A good deal of apprehension was felt in Great Britain when this condition 
became known, as it was rather hastily concluded that by accepting the 
League’s decision, Great Britain had committed herself to guaranteeing 
the internal security and defence of Iraq for a further twenty-five years. 
It was true that the Council had asked Great Britain to submit to the 
League a new Treaty ensuring the continuation for twenty-five years of 
the mandatory regime, but nothing in this in any way qualified the stipu- 
lation already accepted by Iraq that she should, as soon as possible, but 
in any case not later than the year 1928, accept military and financial 
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responsibility for internal order and security and for defence from foreign 
attack. As a matter of fact, this was carefully provided for in the 
Treaty, which was signed on January 13th, 1926, especially in order to 
give effect to the stipulations made by the League Council in their Mosul 
award. Certain provisions of this latest Treaty are worth quoting in 
some detail, since they determine the present position of the two coun- 
tries vis-a-vis each other and the League. Article 1 stipulates that the 
Treaty of Alliance (of October roth, 1922) shall remain in force for twenty- 
five years, unless before the expiry of that period Iraq shall have become 
a member oi the League. The British Government’s undertaking to use 
her good offices to secure her admission is confirmed, and, in fact, with 
this object in view, Article 3 expressly provides for periodic consideration 
of the situation. The Article reads: “‘ At the time when the Treaty of 
Alliance would have expired under the Protocol of April 30th, 1923 
(which put the expiry date at four years after ratification of peace with 
Turkey) and at subsequent successive intervals of four years until the 
expiry of the period of twenty-five years, or until the admission of Iraq 
to the League, His Majesty’s Government undertakes that it will take 
into active consideration the following two questions: (1) Whether it is 
possible to press for the admission of Iraq to membership of the League ; 
and (2), If it is not so possible, the question of the amendment of the 
agreements referred to in Article 18 of the Treaty of Alliance. These 
defined the nature and extent of the military and financial assistance 
promised to Iraq, and provided for the liquidation of her financial lia- 
bilities to the British Government, and the undertaking to revise them, 
“on account of the progress made by the Kingdom of Iraq, or for any 
other reason,”’ was an earnest of Great Britain’s readiness to do everything 
possible to help Iraq along the path of political and economic development. 

The Iraq Government, on its part, has done much towards the 
establishment of a condition of internal order and stability, both political 
and economic. The question of the defence of the country against 
aggression from without has continued to engage the consideration of 
the British and Iraq Governments. A Conscription Bill is at present 
before Parliament, and the question as to whether it becomes law or not 
may have some bearing on the negotiations for the revision of the 
Treaty. The measure has met with much opposition in the country, 
and Great Britain naturally feels that she cannot allow her forces to 
be used to support it. The Government of Iraq is known to be desirous 
of obtaining admission to membership of the League at an early date, 
arguing that such membership will give her the moral support necessary 
to guarantee her immunity from attack from abroad, but whether the 
League will consider that the time has yet come for it to relieve Great 
Britain of this responsibility and assume it itself is a question which 
cannot be answered here. 
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7 
IIl.— CHRONOLOGY. 


Austria. 

October 5th.—The Judicial Committee of the National Assembly rejected 
the motion put forward by the Social-Democratic Party asking for pardon 
for the demonstrators arrested during the disturbances of July 15th and 16th. 
Bulgaria. 

September 29th.—The documents found on the Macedonian Komitajis 
captured after the recent outrages in Yugoslavia were reported to show 
that these men were in relations with Macedonians in Bulgaria. 

October 2nd.—The Government issued fresh orders for a strict patrol of 
the frontier as a result of the representations made by Greece and Yugoslavia. 

October 6th.—Bulgarians prohibited from entering Yugoslavia. (See 
Yugoslavia.) 

October 7th.—Attacks by Komitajis on frontier villages. (See Yugoslavia.) 

October 9th.—A semi-official Note was published giving particulars of the 
negotiations between the Bulgarian and Yugoslav Governments regarding 
the outrages on the frontier committed by the Macedonian Revolutionary 
Organization. The Yugoslav Government was understood to have produced 
proofs that the authors of the outrages had come at different times from 
Bulgaria into Macedonia. It therefore asked to be informed whether the 
Bulgarian Government was prepared to suppress the Macedonian organization. 

A Council of Ministers was held in Sofia, after which it was decided to 
undertake energetic measures against the organization, the first step to be 
the proclamation of martial law in the Petritch-Djumaya district (between 
Kustendil and the Rilo mountains and the frontiers of Yugoslavia and Greece.) 

The Bulgarian authorities decided to put in force in the Bulgarian frontier 
region the same restrictions as the Yugoslav authorities were enforcing on 
the Macedonian frontiers, with the object of preventing the crossing of the 
frontiers by suspected persons. 

Reports in Yugoslav Press regarding bomb outrages. (See Yugoslavia.) 

October toth.—During the visit of Lord Gladstone to Sofia numbers 
of Macedonian revolutionary leaders and many Macedonian organizations 
paraded through the town carrying banners with the inscription ‘““ We demand 
an independent Macedonia.”’ 

Evidence of a Komitaji regarding murder of General Kovatchevitch. 
(See Yugoslavia.) 

M. Bouroff, the Foreign Minister, informed the British, French and 
Italian Ministers that his Government was determined to maintain sincere 
and friendly relations towards its neighbours, and to take severe action 
against fomenters of disturbances who might be on its territory. 

The Yugoslav Government was stated to be satisfied with the measures 
taken by Bulgaria to deal with the Macedonian Revolutionary Organization. 

According to reports in Paris, the Bulgarian Government, besides 
declaring martial law in the frontier districts, administered a severe warning 
to the leaders of the Macedonian Revolutionary Organization. The Prime 
Minister was stated to have informed three of the most influential leaders 
that the methods by which they were conducting their propaganda were 
contrary to the interests of Bulgaria, and that if there were any more 
assassinations or frontier raids into Yugoslavia he would be forced to take 
action against them. 

China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
Civil Wars. 
Shantung and Kiangsu. 

October 4th.—The Northerners were stated to be in force in the Provinces 

of Shantung and Kiangsu where Sun Chaun-fang had a large army. He was 
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Chinese Internal A ffairs—(contd.) 

reported to be advancing along the Tientsin-Pukow Railway in an endeavour 
to capture Nanking and Shanghai. 

The Peking Government. 

October 2nd.—Hostilities were reported to have broken out between the 
Shansi and Fengtien (Manchurian) forces. Chang Tsung-chang and other 
Northern alliance leaders were stated to be hastening to Peking with a view 
‘to deciding upon the opening of hostilities against Shansi. 

October 3rd.—Reports from Peking stated that the Shansi forces had 
driven back Chang Tso-lin’s troops a distance of twenty miles from Tsaikowfu. 
The Northerners were stated to have rushed up reinforcements, but Chang 
Tso-lin was believed to have evacuated Kalgan, 100 miles N.W. of Peking, 
and to be withdrawing to the Nankow Pass. The Shansi forces were also 
reported to be driving back the Northerners north of the Great Wall. 

October 4th.—Attack of Yen Hsi-shan’s army on Chang Tso-lin’s troops. 
(See The Kuomintang, The Nanking Government.) 

October 7th——Yen Hsi-shan made a peace offer to Chang Tso-lin, a 
condition being that Chang should promise to reform the Government. 
Chang was reported to be willing to make peace, but would not agree to any 
conditions involving a change of flag or the adoption of a Soviet system 


of Government. 
The Northern forces were reported to have retired slightly on both fronts 


in order to take up better positions. 

The Ankuochun claimed a success against the Shansi forces near the 
Nankow Pass, re-occupying Suanhwafu (on the Peking-Kalgan Railway) 
and capturing several thousand prisoners. 

On the Peking-Hankow Railway front the Ankuochun withdrew under 
pressure to positions near Paotingfu (80 miles South of Peking), but later 
counter-attacked, and were stated to have made considerable progress 
southward. 

October 7th.—Fierce frontal attacks on the positions occupied by 
60,000 Northern troops at Tingchow (on the Peking-Hankow Railway 120 
miles south of Peking) were made by 40,000 Shansi troops, but according 
to reports from Shanghai with no decisive result. It was rumoured, however, 
that the headquarters of the Northern troops had been withdrawn from 
Paotingfu to Kaopeihsien, thirty miles to the north, and only fifty miles 
from Peking. 

In the north a horde of 15,000 Mongolian cavalry under the command 
of the Governor of Heilungkiang (Northern Manchuria) was reported to be 
moving on Kalgan in order to create a diversion in favour of Chang Tso-lin. 
Yen Hsi-shan was stated to have despatched five regiments to intercept them. 

Feng Yu-hsiang was rumoured to have begun a forward movement 
along the Lunghai railway from the west having for his objective Kaifeng. 

October 8th.—General Chang Chung-chang, Governor of Shantung, was 
officially reported to have ordered 60,000 Chihli and Shantung troops 
stationed at Changchow to march across country in order to attack the 
Shansi flank. Changchow is between Nanking and Shanghai. 

October 11th.—The Ankuochun forces, after a flanking movement, occupied 
Tingchow. The Shansi forces were stated to be cut off from the south and 
fighting was proceeding north of Tingchow. Sichiachwang, the junction 
of the Shansi railway with the Peking line and forty-four miles south of 
Tingchow, was occupied by Fengtien cavalry and Chihli infantry advancing 
from the east. 

At the same time a body of Manchurian cavalry was reported to be 
operating in Mongolia with the object of taking the Shansi forces in the rear 


at Tatung (100 miles west of Kalgan). 
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Chinese Internal Affairs—(contd.) 
According to a report in Peking the northern troops took 10,000 prisoners 
during the operations on the two railways. 


Shanghai. 

September 28th.—The Nationalists were reported to be short of money 
and to be attempting to impose inordinate taxation in Shanghai. 

According to reports from Chekiang, many Communists were coming to 
that Province from Kiangsu and Fukien, while Ningpo was stated to be 
very largely under Communist domination. 

September 29th.—Hostilities were stated to have broken out between 
the Shansi and Manchurian forces and the former were reported to be 
retreating from Shihkiachwang (on the Peking-Hankow Railway, 165 miles 
south of Peking). 

October 2nd.—It was claimed by the Nationalists that Yen Hsi-shan, the 
‘“ model Tuchun,’’ had joined them in a league with the Christian General 
Feng Yu-hsiang for the overthrow of the Northerners. In consequence of 
this, Chang Tso-lin was reported to be negotiating privately with Yen for 
a truce. 

Reports reached Shanghai that Sun Chuan-fang was advancing in force 
down the Tientsin-Pukow Railway towards Nanking. 

October 3rd.—The U.S.A. Consular officials received instructions to refuse 
to pay any other than the treaty Customs duties, in the same way as Great 
Britain—namely the 5 per cent. ad valorem duties, plus the 2} per cent. 
tentatively agreed upon at the Washington Conference, and a 2} per cent. 
tax on luxuries. 

October 5th.—Statement by Soviet Consulate at Shanghai re attitude of 
Nanking Government towards U.S.S.R. (See Nanking Government, and’ 
Foreign Relations.) 

October 6th.—General Gallen, formerly adviser to the Hankow Government, 
left for Nagasaki on his way to Vladivostok. 


The Kuomintang. 
The Nanking Government. 

October 4th-——The Nanking authorities announced that Yen Hsi-shan 
(the Tuchun of Shansi), had formed an alliance with Feng Yu-hsiang to 
overthrow the Northerners. Yen’s army, said to total 120,000 men, sent 
out forces which attacked the Fengtien troops of Chang Tso-lin along the 
line of the Peking-Kalgan Railway. They captured Kalgan and Chang’s 
troops took up new defensive positions. 

Feng Yu-hsiang’s army was still in Honan occupying the junction of 
the Peking-Hankow and Lunghai Railways. 

The Nationalist Military Council at Nanking announced that the forces 
of Yen Hsi-shan attacked Chang Tso-lin’s outposts on the Peking-Hankow 
railway and drove them back forty miles. Chang Tso-lin was reported to 
be bringing up reinforcements from Manchuria. 

October 5th.—The Soviet Consulate at Shanghai announced that they had 
been informed by the Chinese Commissioner of Foreign Affairs that the 
Nanking Government had instructed all Nationalist leaders to respect Soviet 
representatives and citizens. 

It was also reported that the Nanking Government would welcome the 
appointment of a Soviet Ambassador at Nanking. 

October 7th.—Publication of White Paper on Nanking incident. (See 
Great Britain.) 

Dr. Wu Chao-chu, the Foreign Minister, protested to the Japanese Minister. 
at Peking against the Japanese Government’s policy which he described as 
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Chinese Internal A ffatys—(contd.) 

one of economic and political imperialism towards China, especially in Man- 
churia and Mongolia. He also charged it with negotiating with the 
“‘ Northern Militarists,’”’ and reviving in even more objectionable form the 
discredited ‘“‘ Twenty-one Demands,’ which would deprive China of her 
sovereign rights in those regions and virtually place them under Japan. 


The Hankow Government. 


September 30th.—One of the Chinese Directors appointed under the 
O’Malley Agreement left Hankow. The British Members’ Council were there- 
fore left in the majority. being three to two Chinese. The question arose 
whether the iocal authorities had any right to make a new appointment, 
since the O’Malley Agreement stipulated that the Director should be ap- 
pointed by the Nationalist Government, which no longer existed. It was 
stated that the newly formed Nanking Government had no standing in the 
matter. 

Great military activity was reported on the Peking-Hankow and Kalgan 
Railways, owing to strained relations between the Northern Allies and the 
Model Tuchun of Shansi, Yen Hsi-shan. 

October 1st.—The political Council at Hankow appointed a new Director 
of Administration for the British Concession, in the place of the Chinese 
Director who bolted on September 30th. The position was described as 
highly anomalous, because the Concession had lapsed into a state of chaos 
owing to the disappearance of the Government with whom the O’Malley 
Agreement was concluded. The question arose as to whether the local 
authorities had the right to make the appointment, since the agreement 
stipulated that the director should be appointed by the Hankow Government ; 
and the Municipal Council, in which the British Councillors were in a majority, 
passed a resolution making the Director’s position purely honorary and ques- 
tioning the legality of his appointment. 

October 4th.—It was reported in Hongkong that Chinese military forces 
had occupied the British Concession at Hankow. 

October 9th.—The British and Chinese Municipal Councillors each elected 
a Chairman to work jointly. It was reported that the local authorities were 
being urged not to insist upon appointing a new Director of Administration, 
but to assist the Chairman to carry on until the formation of a regular 
Nationalist Government. 

Canton. 


September 29th.—A mixed expedition which had been operating against 
“Red” guerillas in the Eastern districts of the Kwangtung Province, 
advanced against Swatow, which was reported to be surrounded on the 
north by Fukienese, on the west by followers of Chiang Kai-shek, on the 
south by Canton troops, and from the sea by Cantonese gunboats. The 
‘“* Reds ”’ in the town issued a proclamation in the name of Mme. Sun Yat-sen 
and other Hankow dissenters. It was reported from Swatow that a Can- 
tonese warship landed 100 troops there, and H.M.S. “ Bluebell”’ and 
“‘ Sirdar ’’ were struck by bullets. The ‘‘ Bluebell ’’ landed an armed party 
to protect the English Presbyterian Mission. 

September 30th.—An extremist Labour Leader was appointed Chief of 
the Swatow police, and communistic manifestoes were issued by the new 
local authorities. There was reported to be no sign of anti-foreign feeling, 
and the detachment from H.M.S. ‘“ Bluebell ’’ was withdrawn. 

Li Chai-sum’s authority was reported to be completely undermined, 
owing to the action of Chang Fat-kwai’s subordinates. Chang Fat-kwai 
was appointed Military Commissioner and his lieutenants were given the 
posts of Finance, Direction of the Police, and other important offices. 
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Chinese Internal A ffairs—(contd.) 

October 3rd.—Li Chai-sum’s troops were reported to be again in possession 
of Swatow and to have been joined by the followers of Chiang Kai-shek. 
The “ Reds ”’ were believed to be moving southwards. According to reports 
from Washington the ‘‘ Reds’’ had completely evacuated Swatow, where 
their casualties were estimated to total 3,000, including 1,000 killed. 

October 11th.—Reports were received in Hongkong that Li Chai-sum had 
fled from Canton. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

October 3rd.—Instructions to U.S.A. Consular officials re Shanghai Customs 
duties. (See China, Shanghai and U.S.A.) 

October 5th.—Statement by Soviet Consulate at Shanghai ve attitude of 
Nanking Government towards U.S.S.R. (See Nanking Government and 
Shanghai.) 

October 6th.—A report from Shanghai stated that Mr. F. B. Riley (The 
Times Correspondent) who disappeared from Chengchow (Honan) on 23rd 
July, had been murdered by the troops of Feng Yu-hsiang. 

M. Borodin’s arrival in Moscow reported. (See U.S.S.R.) 


Cyrenaica. 

September 29th.—Italian troops occupied El Agheila, in the Gulf of Sirte. 
This enabled them to establish direct communication between Cyrenaica 
and Tripolitania, thus simplifying the clearing of the whole coast of rebels. 


Egypt. 

October 2nd.—At a meeting between Abdel Khalek Sarwat Pasha and 
Mustapha Pasha Nahas (leader of the Wafd Party) the latter pledged the 
Wafd to maintain the coalition and support Sarwat Pasha’s Cabinet. 


France. 

September 28th.—The police at Cannes arrested three Italian workmen 
on the information of one of their comrades, as the authors of the bomb 
explosion which occurred at Juan-les-Pins on August 26th. They were 
stated to be Communists. 

M. Duclos, Deputy for the Seine Department and Manager of La Caserne, 
was sentenced to thirty years’ imprisonment and a fine of 18,000 francs for 
publishing articles inciting soldiers to mutiny. M. Marty, another Deputy, 
was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment and a fine of 6,000 francs. Four 
other journalists were sentenced to three years’ imprisonment and fines of 
2,000 francs. M. Bellenger and M. Michelet, the latter of /’Aube Sociale, 
received similar sentences in default. 

An action was brought against the Limoges Communist paper Le Travaii- 
leur dw Centre, charging it with publishing defamatory articles against the 
garrison. 

September 29th.—Rioting at Casablanca. (See Morocco.) 

A mutiny broke out at the Maritime Prison at Toulon. One hundred or 
more prisoners over-ran the premises and overpowered the warders, shouting 
‘““ Vive Marty ”’ (the Communist Deputy), while a crowd of workmen assembled 
outside and sang the “ International.” 

September 30th.—The Gendarmerie and police restored order at the 
Toulon Prison and the ringleaders were confined to the Malbousquet Fort. 

The Zukunft published the programme of the new Alsace-Lorraine Home 
Rule Party, founded at a meeting at Strasbourg on September 25th. The 
programme included a claim for immediate Home Rule for Alsace-Lorraine 
‘ within the framework of France.’”’ The ultimate objective of the Party 
was stated to be a free Alsace-Lorraine as a member of the United States of 
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Chinese Foreign Relations—(contd.) 

Europe, and not the intermediary between France and Germany. Another 
clause stated that the German language should have priority in every aspect 
of public life, teaching, administration, the courts and the churches. The 
establishment of a fiscal system distinct from that of France was also 
demanded. : 

October 2nd.—Three of the crew of the cruiser ‘‘ Ernest Renan” were 
arrested for refusing to eat the ship’s fare, and fifty others were subjected to 
minor disciplinary measures. Anti-militarist propaganda was suspected to 
be responsible, since the food was afterwards inspected and found suitable. 

Further French note to U.S.A. re tariff question. (See U.S.A.) 

A note was sent to the Soviet Government pointing out that Rakowksy 
was no longer persona grata in Paris. 

October 3rd.—The Ministry of Marine announced that seventy-eight men 
who took part in the riots in the Toulon prison had been removed to the 
Fort of Malbousquet. The origin of the trouble was stated to have been 
political and not due to any grievance as to the food supplied. 

Publication of Notes exchanged between French and U.S.A. Govern- 
ments on the tariff dispute. (See U.S.A.) 

October 6th.—Further representations were made to the Soviet Govern- 
ment with regard to the withdrawal of M. Rakovsky. 

October 1oth.—A decree was signed strengthening the provisions of the 
Penal Code, as applied to Indo-China, for the punishment of persons guilty 
of political agitation. 

The Lille police raided the premises of the Communist paper Le Conscrit 
and seized many pamphlets which were ready to be sent to military centres 
to incite recruits to mutiny. M. Fourcade, manager of the paper, was 
arrested in Paris. 

October 11th.—Further Note from U.S.A. re tariff dispute. (See U.S.A.) 
Germany. 

September 28th.—It was reported that a hitch had occurred in the issue 
in the U.S.A. of the Prussian State Loan of 30,000 Dollars. This was stated 
to be due to doubt as to the application of Article 248 of the Treaty of 
Versailles under which the cost of reparations ranks as a first charge upon 
all the assets and revenues of the German Empire and its separate States. 

September 30th.—Publication of Alsace-Lorraine Home Rule Party 
Programme. (See France.) 

October 3rd.—German grievances regarding the administration of Memel 
were discussed at a meeting between Professor Valdemaras, the Lithuanian 
Premier, and Herr Stresemann in Berlin. Professor Valdemaras stated that 
with the meeting of the newly-elected Memel Diet, the Governor would 
place before the Diet a programme which would fill in the many gaps in the 
Memel Convention in a spirit of conciliation. It was stated that a kind of 
‘“ gentleman’s agreement’”’ was to be drawn up regarding the rights of 
domicile and the expulsion of Germans from Memel. 

October 6th—A Trade Treaty with Yugoslavia was signed in Berlin. 
Its main feature was the most-favoured-nation clause. 

Concession at Rostoff granted to Krupps. (See U.S.S.R.) 

October 1toth.—The elections to the Hamburg Diet resulted in marked 
gains for the Socialists and Communists, each of which gained six seats. 
This gave the Socialists and Communists together 89 out of 160 seats in 
the Diet. In Koenigsberg also Socialists and Communists gained seven seats. 

It was semi-officially announced that the difficulties over the issue of 
the Prussian State Loan had been surmounted. The loan, it was stated, 
was expected to be issued in New York before the end of the week, It was 
understood that the text of the prospectus would call the necessary attention. 
to the terms of the Dawes Plan. 
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Germany—(contd.) 

In a speechat a Nationalist meeting at Oschatz, Herr Hergt, the Vice- 
Chancellor and Minister of Justice, introduced a new watchword for the 
party—" The Hindenburg idea.” 

Great Britain. 

October 7th.—Papers relating to the Nanking incident of March 24th and 
25th, 1927, were issued as a White Paper (Cmd. 2953). 

October 1oth.—Lord Gladstone’s visit to Bulgaria. (See Bulgaria.) 

Decision of Hague Court in Mavromatis Concession. (See Permanent 
Court of International Justice.) 

Greece. 

September 28th.—Three Bulgarian Komitajis were arrested in Salonika 
by the Greek military authorities. They were alleged to intend blowing up 
various public buildings in Salonika, and were reported to be members of 
the Macedonian Revolutionary Committee. 

September 30th.—A flying column was sent to Florina in pursuit of a band 
of Bulgarian Komitajis led by Angeloff. It was stated that the trial of the 
men arrested on September 28th would not be by Court-Martial but in the 
ordinary Assize Court. One of the arrested men was discovered to be a 
former officer of the Bulgarian Frontier Customs Police. 

Twelve Pangalists, General Tseroulis (former Minister of War), and 
General Pangalos’ son Theseus, were arrested, and a warrant issued for the 
arrest of Mme. Pangalos, whose whereabouts were unknown. It was stated 
that these people, as well as those previously arrested, were charged with 
attempting to overthrow the existing régime and with endeavouring to 
enlist the sympathies of irreconcilable Royalists, promising that if General 
Pangalos were returned to power he would reinstate the Monarchy. 

It was stated that the activities of the Pangalists were finding no favour 
either among the people or the Army. 

October 3rd.—Mme. Pangalos gave herself up to the police. The arrest 
was ordered of M. Vogopoulos, formerly Under-Secretary of State for the 
Interior. The Parliamentary Committee began the examination of the 
Pangalists arrested on September 30th, all of whom acknowledged their 
adherence to the Pangalist cause, but denied responsibility for the conspiracy 

October 6th.—Mme. Pangalos, General Pangalos’ son, General Tseroulis, 
and other Pangalist officers who were arrested on September 30th were 
released. 

October 1oth.—A Greek flying column operating near the Kaimakchalan 
Mountain was engaged with a band of Komitajis who were believed to be 
intending a raid into Yugoslav territory. Information regarding the 
movements of the band had been sent to Greece by the Yugoslav frontier 
forces. 

Decision of Hague Court in Mavromatis Concession. (See Permanent 
Court of International Justice.) 

October 11th.—The Macedonian Revolutionary Committee issued a state- 
ment denying all complicity in the plot to blow up the Consulate in the 
Yugoslav Free Zone in the Port of Salonika. 

A warrant was issued for the arrest of M. Tantalides, Minister of Finance 
under the Pangalist Government. M. Bodossakis was examined regarding 
his actions during his administration of the Athens Bourse under the 
same régime. 

Italy. 

September 29th.—Occupation of El Agheila. (See Cyrenaica.) 

October 6th.—Negotiations between Italy and Turkey were opened at 
Rhodes for the delimitation of the Maritime Boundary of the Dodecanese 
Islands and the coast of Asia Minor. 
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Japan. 

September 29th.—General Chiang Kai-shek arrived in Japan. It was 
reported that he intended visiting Tokio but would probably settle down at 
Nagasaki or Osaka, where he would be within two days of Shanghai. 


Latvia. 

October 9th.—The Government closed the “‘ Association of Russian Youth 
in Latvia’’ on the ground that it was engaged in political activity against 
a friendly neighbour. The Chairman of the Association was expelled from 
the country. 


League of Nations. 

September 28th.—The Council discussed the dispute concerning the cruiser 
‘‘Salamis’’ but no decision was reached. The dispute was referred to 
fourteen jurists with a view to their opinions being considered by the Council 
in December. 

October 8ih.—The League Advisory Committee on Opium met in extra- 
ordinary session to consider a report on the illicit traffic in drugs. The 
Committee investigated eighty-three cases of important seizures of drugs. 

The Opium Commission adopted the report of the Council of the League 
recommending Governments to ratify the 1925 Convention, signed in Geneva, 
February 19th, 1925. 

October 11th—The autumn meeting of the Governing Body of the 
International Labour Office opened in Berlin, for its thirty-seventh Session. 


Lithuania. 

October 3rd.—Discussion between Professor Valdemaras and Herr 
Stresemann on the administration of Memel. (See Germany.) 

October 5th.—Arrest of Lithuanians and closing of Lithuanian schools 
in Vilna. (See Poland.) ' 

October 9th.—Marshal Pilsudski’s visit to Vilna, and incident on the 


frontier. (See Poland.) 


Mexico. 

September 29th.—The Government announced that two engagements took 
place in the State of Jalisco between Federal troops and “‘ Catholic Fanatics.”’ 
Father Sedano was captured, tried by court martial and executed. In the 
second engagement 250 insurgents were driven to the mountains after 
severe losses. 

September 30th.—Federal troops under General Ubaldo Garza met and 
put to flight a band of rebels led by the Roman Catholic priest Vega at 
Elviborere in the State of Jalisco. Fifty-five rebels were killed. 

October 3rd.—Part of the Mexico City Garrison deserted to join Generals 
Serrano and Gomez, who were opposing the re-election of the former President, 
General Obregon, and standing for President themselves. The Government 
were stated to have the situation well in hand. 

October 4th.—General Serrano was captured with some of his followers, 
court-martialled and executed. 

According to reports received in New York, twenty-nine persons were 
arrested in Mexico City charged with being involved in a revolt of the 
garrison. President Calles issued a statement announcing that there had 
been outbreaks also at Torreon and Vera Cruz, but these had been suppressed. 

It was reported from Tampico that the whole garrison were confined to 
barracks and much alarm was stated to be felt in Mexico City. Another 
report stated that martial law was in force in the City, and forty civilians 
had been arrested. 

October 4th.—According to reports from Arizona serious rioting occurred 
in Mexico City, with many casualties. 
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Mexico—(contd.) 

October 5th.—Many partisans of Generals Serrano and Gomez were executed 
for their participation in the revolt which started on October 3rd. These 
included numerous Generals and prominent people in Mexico City. In Torreon 
and in Pachuca, in the State of Hidalgo, several Generals and other Senior 
Officers were captured and shot. 

October 5th.—An unconfirmed report stated that General Gomez had 
been captured and executed. 

October 6th.—General Quijano of the Mexico City Garrison, General 
Gonzalez and thirteen members of the state legislature of Morelos were shot 
for rebellion. 

General Almada, with about 700 soldiers of the Mexico City Garrison, 
was reported to have joined forces with General Gomez’ band, said to be 
about equal in number, near Perote, in Vera Cruz. 1,500 troops from Vera 
Cruz and 4,500 from Mexico City under General Escobar were stated to be 
conducting an enveloping movement, and the Government announced that 
it expected to crush the rebellion within twenty-four hours. 

October 7th.—In spite of the execution of many more Generals, the 
rebellion was reported to have extended to thirteen States. The adherents 
of Generals Gomez and Almada in Vera Cruz were being chased by Government 
troops, but were reported to be still at large. Their numbers were variously 
estimated at from 1,000 to 7,000 in all. 

Federal soldiers captured Alfonso de la Huerta, brother of Adolph de la 
Huerta, former provisional President of Mexico. Huerta was shot and his 
body was exhibited in the Plaza of Noganes as a warning to others. According 
to Mexico City newspapers several other Generals were executed, including 
General Quijano. 

Mr. Charles Thomas, a U.S. citizen in charge of the Esperanza Mine in 
Nayarit, was captured by a bandit, who demanded 5,000 pesos for his release. 

The Standard Oil Company decided to withdraw all its machinery from 
Tampico, because the export tax and high transport charges made working 
unprofitable. 

October 8th.—According to reports in California, General Gomez had 
30,000 men with him in Vera Cruz. 

After a six-hour battle at Ayahualulco, in Vera Cruz, the Government 
troops decisively defeated the rebels commanded by Generals Gomez and 
Almada. General Escobar, who commanded the Federal troops, reported 
that 500 of the enemy had surrendered and that Generals Gomez and 
Almada had fled. President Calles proclaimed a general amnesty for 
those of General Gomez’ forces who surrendered. 

October 9th.—The Senate appointed Senator Rodriguez of Chihuahua pro- 
visional Governor of Vera Cruz State, and suspended the State Government, 
The rebels were reported to have done considerable damage in various parts 
of the State, and to the inter-oceanic railway between Puebla and Perote. 

Eighteen prominent citizens and nearly all the members of the City 
Council of Tapachula, in the State of Chiapas, were arrested. 

October 1oth.—The dismissal from the army was announced of twenty-four 
Generals charged with being implicated in the revolt. Several more Generals 
were shot as well as a former Senator and the former Governor of Chiapas. 
News of the execution of General Fontes, a former Director of the Mexican 
Railways, with fifteen of his friends at Jalata, in Vera Cruz, was confirmed. 

Many Americans were reported to be returning to the U.S.A. from 
Mexico City, Tampico and Monterey, and other places. 

A Bill to increase the Presidential term from four to six years passed 
its first reading in the Federal Senate. 
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Morocco. 
September 30th.— Disorders occurred among native troops at Casablanca. 
The ringleader was arrested, but afterwards rescued by other native troops. 
Rioting continued through the night. 
October 6th.—The King and Queen of Spain, accompanied by the Prime 
Minister, landed at Ceuta on an official visit to Spanish Morocco. They 
reviewed the troops and were given an enthusiastic reception. 


Permanent Court of International Justice. 

October 6th.—The Court began the hearing of the case relating to the 
European Commission of the Danube, submitted by the Council of the 
League of Nations. The parties to the case were Great Britain, France, 
and Italy on one side, and Rumania on the other. It related to the powers 
which may be exercised under the Treaties in force on the Danube, between 
the Rumanian towns of Galatz and Braila to the exclusion of the territorial 
authorities, by the European Commission of the Danube. 

October 10th.—By seven votes to four the Court upheld the preliminary 
objection taken by the British Government to the jurisdiction of the Court 
to hear the claim of the Greek Government that the British Government 
(as Mandatory for Palestine), by its delay in approving the plan of the 
re-adapted concession of M. Mavromatis, had caused him loss. 

(M. Mavromatis held a pre-war concession for the supply of water and 
electricity to Jerusalem. The war prevented him carrying this out, and 
the British Government afterwards gave a concession to M. Rutenberg for 
works which appeared to overlap those granted to M. Mavromatis. In 1922 
the latter sought the protection of his government, and the Greek Legation 
in London undertook to intervene on his behalf.) 


Persia. 

October 1st.—Signature of Soviet-Persian Pact. (See U.S.S.R.) 

October 3vd.—Turkish press accusation ve advance of Persian troops on 
Bayezid and Agridagh. (See Turkey.) 

October 3vd.—A Bill was submitted to the Mejlis for the engagement of 
four Europeans as advisers to the Ministry of Finance, two from Germany 
and two from Switzerland. 

October 4th.—Turkish Government Note ve marauding bands on Persian 
frontier. (See Turkey.) 

October 9th.—Government’s reply to Turkish Note of October 4th. 
(See Turkey.) 


Poland. 

September 29th.—An official Polish communiqué stated that negotiations 
for a Government loan of 70,000,000 dollars had been broken off with the 
United States because the terms insisted upon by the American group of 
bankers were not acceptable. 

October 3vd.—Twelve men and three women students belonging to the 
Lwow branch of the Camp of Great Poland were arrested. This organization 
was founded by M. Dmowski in 1926 to diffuse new life into the Conservative 
alliance, which at one time held the field against Marshal Pilsudski. 

It was announced that fresh proposals regarding the stabilisation loan 
had been received from New York, and negotiations were expected to be 
resumed at once. 

October 5th.—Twenty Lithuanians, including ten priests, were arrested 
at Vilna and forty-five Lithuanian schools were closed. This was stated to 
be a reprisal for recent action of the Lithuanian Government, the effect of 
which was to cause the entire cessation of the educational activity of the 
Polish minority in Lithuania. 
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Poland—(contd.) 


October 9th.—Marshal Pilsudski proceeded to Vilna and attended the 
ceremonial commemoration of the occupation of Vilna by the Poles. The 
visit was stated to have aroused a good deal of speculation, in view of the 
revival of tension between Poland and Lithuania, in consequence of the 
suppression of Polish Minority Schools in Lithuania and of Polish reprisals. 

Lithuanian frontier guards made an attempt to cross the line, but retired 
before strong Polish patrols. A few shots were fired. 

October 11th.—Marshal Pilsudski returned to Warsaw. During his visit 
to Vilna he released the twenty Lithuanians who were arrested in the province 
the previous week. He also obtained a pledge of loyal conduct from the 
President of the Lithuanian Committee in Vilna. 


Reparations. 


Sepiember 28th.—It was announced that Bulgaria had arranged to pay 
on September 30th and October rst the quarterly £200,000 on the Reparation 
Debt and the £80,000 on the Occupation Debt. 

October 12th.—The statement of receipts and payments under the Dawes 
Plan, issued by the Agent-General for Reparation payments for the month 
of September, 1927 (Fourth Annuity Year), showed that the receipts totalled 
121,112,080.06 gold marks. The amount received by the Powers for this 
month was 114,162,155.83 gold marks. 


Spain. 

September 29th.—It was semi-officially stated that conversations on the 
Tangier question would be resumed in Paris at the. end of October. 

October 1st.—The Marquis de Estella paid a visit to Sir Austen Chamberlain 
at Palma, Majorca. 

October 2nd.—lIn spite of official denials, it was reported that the Madrid 
police discovered a revolutionary plot and arrested twenty extremists as well 
as Lezama, editor of the Republican paper Libertad. One hundred bombs 
were also stated to have been discovered. 

October 3rd.—The Marquis de Estella issued a statement that 200 persons 
had been arrested for plotting against the Government, but that they 
included no prominent people. In a speech at Barcelona, the Premier said 
he intended to govern for three more years. He added that he was not an 
enemy of Parliament as an institution, but only of the corrupt Parliament 
which existed in Spain before September, 1923. At the end of three years 
a single chamber Parliament would be constituted. 

October 4th.—The official list appeared of nearly al] the Members of the 
National Consultative Assembly. It included three women among the 
State officials and thirteen among those representing national interests. 
The State officials numbered fifty-nine, and there were also 132 members 
chosen by the Government to represent the Liberal professions, industry, 
agriculture, etc. 

October 5th.—Signor Yanguas, formerly Minister of Foreign Affairs, was 
appointed President of the Consultative Assembly by the King. 

October 6th.—Visit of King and Queen to Morocco. (See Morocco.) 

October 7th—An Extra-Ordinary Congress of the General Union of 
Workmen called to decide upon the Socialist attitude towards the Consultative 
Assembly passed a resolution that no Socialist should accept a seat in the 
Assembly. 

October 10th.—The National Consultative Assembly was opened by the 
King. Signor Yanguas, the President, in his speech said that the Assembly 
was not a substitute for the Cortes. Its mission, as distinct from that of 
Parliament, was to control and advise in the work of government and also 
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Spain—(contd.) 
to prepare important laws ultimately to be submitted for examination by 
a legislative body based on suffrage surrounded by guarantees of independence 
and security. The Assembly had to find and draw up more practical and 
useful means of government than had formerly existed, and to make the 
future legislative power a more exact reflection of the nation than it had 
been hitherto. 


Turkey. 

September 30th.—A report was received at Constantinople from Erivan 
that a number of workers of the American Near East Relief had been arrested 
by Bolshevists, charged with teaching religion to the children under their care. 

Mustapha Pasha Kemal left Constantinople for Brussa on his way back 
to Angora. 

October 3rd.—Brushes between Turkish and Persian troops occurred at 
Bayezid and on Agridagh. Persian bands entered the former town, and 
captured the advance guard of the Turks who went to meet them. The 
Turkish press accused the Persian Government of not acting correctly in the 
matter, stating that the marauding bands enjoyed the protection of the local 
Persian authorities. 

October 4th.—The Government sent a Note to Persia stating that it would 
have to take the matter of the marauding bands from the Persian frontier 
into its own hands unless the Persian Government changed its attitude. 
According to a Constantinople newspaper these marauding bands consisted 
of reactionary Turks who had taken refuge in Persian territory after stirring 
up trouble in Kurdistan. 

October 6th.—Negotiations with Italy regarding Dodecanese. (See Italy.) 

October gth.—Persian Government’s reply to the Turkish Note of 
October 4th ve frontier incidents was received. The Note was stated to be 
conciliatory, and to contain an assurance that measures were being taken 
to pursue the bands of brigands responsible for the incident. 

Reports reached Constantinople that all the Turkish officers and part 
of the soldiers captured by the Persians had been liberated. 


U.S.A. 

September 30th.—The Navy Department placed orders for aeroplanes 
and equipment to the value of 7,600,000 dollars. This covered 146 machines, 
including bombers, amphibians, etc. 

Reported arrest of American Near East Relief workers in Erivan. (See 
Turkey.) 

October 2nd.—An agreement between representatives of the United Mine 
Workers and of the employers of the bituminous coalfields of Illinois put an 
end to the strike of 72,000 miners who “‘ walked out’”’ on April 1st. The 
agreement provided that the men should be paid the “ Jacksonville ’’ scale 
of wages, based on a figure of $7.50 a day, and for the establishment of 
a joint commission of two employers and two members of the Illinois Union 
of Miners to investigate claims and appoint to a joint wage scale committee. 
It was estimated that the settlement would affect 30,000 bituminous miners 
in adjacent states. 500,000 bituminous miners were stated to have been 
idle since April Ist. 

The State Department received a further note from Paris on the tariff 
question. In this the French Government maintained its refusal to discuss 
a treaty on the most-favoured-nation basis. 

Reported resumption of negotiations for loan to Poland. (See Poland.) 

October 3vd.—Instructions to Consular officials ve Shanghai Customs 
Duties. (See China, Shanghai.) 
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U.S.A.—(contd). 


October 3rd.—The text of the Notes exchanged between the French 
Government and the Government of the United States on the tariff dispute 
was published. This disclosed a wide difference of opinion. The U.S.A. 
asked of France most-favoured-nation treatment, whether or not anything 
was done by way of reciprocity. France asked for the application of a flexible 
provision of the tariff law to decrease duties on her goods. ‘“‘ There is no 
question,”” said the report, ‘‘of the French Government entering on 
negotiations for the mutual reduction of tariffs ; it wishes merely to obtain 
for French products, in exchange for the particularly favourable rate of the 
French minimum tariff, a treatment less prohibitive than that to which 
they are at present subjected, by means of a rectification of the compensating 
duties which the American Government has thought fit to impose, and 
a revision of the regulations for the application of the tariff and for the 
safeguard of the national health, which amounts in point of fact to prohibition 
for certain French products.”’ 

October 7th.—Capture of U.S. citizen by Mexican bandit. (See Mexico.) 

Standard Oil Company’s decision ve Tampico plant. (See Mexico.) 

October 11th.—The United States Government delivered a further Note 
in Paris regarding the tariff dispute. This repeated the American demand 
for tariff equality and urged that France should cease the discrimination 
against American goods and grant the United States ‘“‘ most-favoured-nation 
treatment,’’ by the application of the minimum tariff rates, pending the 
negotiation of a permanent treaty. 


U.S.S.R. 

September 29th.—According to reports from Riga, many expulsions took 
place of members of the Communist Party charged with circulating slanders 
about conditions in the Red Army, and with co-operating with the non- 
Communist masses and the bourgeots intelligentsia. 

September 30th.—Soviet warships carried out a series of exercises along 
the Rumanian coast. According to reports from Riga some disquiet was 
felt in Rumania and Moscow replied by alleging Anglo-Rumanian co-operation 
against the Soviet and the “‘ construction of a British naval base at Constanta 
to enable the British fleet to attack Soviet ports.”’ 

MM. Trotsky and Vuiovitch were expelled from the Executive Committee 
of the Communist International, the authority of which they had defied. 

M. Borodin was reported to have reached Soviet territory from China. 

October 1st.—A Guarantee and Neutrality Pact was signed in Moscow 
with Persia. The Pact bound each of the two contracting parties to abstain 
from aggression against the other. An exchange of notes concerning the 
trade relations between the two countries, an Agreement on the subject of 
the exploitation of fisheries on the south coast of the Caspian Sea, a Customs 
Convention, and an exchange of notes concerning the Port of Pekhlevi 
were also signed. 

A Note attached to the Treaty stated that the Persian Government would 
at the same time observe and fulfill all its obligations as a Member of the 
League of Nations. 

October 2nd.—The appeal of the monarchists who were condemned to 
death at Leningrad recently was rejected by the Moscow authorities and four 
of them were shot. 

French Note re Rakovsky. (See France.) 

October 4th.—According to the Soviet press many anti-Trotsky resolutions 
were passed in Leningrad, Moscow, and other big centres. The Communist 
International of Youth (Kim) issued a statement approving the expulsion 
of Trotsky and Vuiovitch from the Communist International. 
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U.S.S.R.—(contd.) 

October 5th.—Five alleged Polish spies were condemned to death and 
many others to long terms of imprisonment at the conclusion of their trial 
at Kamenets-podolsky. 

October 6th.—M. Borodin arrived in Moscow from China. 

Further French representations ve Rakovsky. (See France.) 

A contract with the firm of Krupps was confirmed by the Council of 
Peoples’ Commissars. This contract was for the working of a concession 
of 100,000 acres near Rostoff, to be developed as a sheep breeding and grain 
growing enterprise on a large and up-to-date scale. 

October 10th.—The irregularity of food supplies, resulting in long queues 
outside the food stores, and in hoarding, were stated to be causing much 
concern to the Soviet authorities. 


Yugoslavia. 

October 5th.—The new Skupshtina assembled. M. Ninkoperitch, a dissident 
Radical, was elected provisional President. 

General Kovatchevitch, Commander of the troops at Istip, was shot 
dead by two men believed to be Macedonians. 

October 6th.—Three men were arrested at Istip for the murder of General 
Kovatchevitch, one of them being stated to be the man who actually shot 
the General. A bomb was found in the street where the crime was committed, 
and the fact that it was said to have come from a Bulgarian State Arsenal 
caused the Bulgarian Government to be charged with supplying arms to 
the Komitajis. 

After a Cabinet meeting in Belgrade it was decided to prohibit Bulgarian 
subjects from entering Yugoslavia and the troops guarding the frontier 
were reinforced. 

October 6th.—Signature of Trade Treaty with Germany. (See Germany.) 

October 7th.—Bands of Komitajis attacked a village on the Bulgarian 
frontier, where they threw many bombs at public buildings. Another attack 
occurred near Monastir. 

October 9th.—Statements appeared in the Press to the effect that it was 
believed in authoritative circles that the Macedonians concerned in the 
frontier incidents were being encouraged and financed by a foreign Power. 
The bombs found at places where outrages were committed were reported 
to be partly of Italian origin. 

Further bombs were discovered near Monastir, but it was authoritatively 
stated that the Government would not take fresh action, but would give 
the Bulgarian Government time to take measures against the Komitajis. 

Negotiations with Bulgarian Government regarding Macedonian outrages. 
(See Bulgaria.) 

October 10th.—The Government informed the Bulgarian Government that 
a Komitaji captured near Radovishte stated that the Central Committee of 
the Macedonian Revolutionary Organization had sent him to Istip especially 
to murder General Kovatchevitch. 

The Politika stated that the survivor of the three assailants of General 
Kovatchevitch was a Bulgarian subject. During his examination he had 
insisted that he had been terrorised by the Macedonian Revolutionary 
Organization into working for it. 


Attempted raid into Yugoslavia by Komitajis. (See Greece.) 
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III.—LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 


THE OPIUM COMMITTEE MEETS. 


On September 28th an extraordinary session of the League’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on the Traffic in Opium and Other Dangerous Drugs was summoned at 
Geneva at the request of the Italian Government. That Government has asked 
for a thorough examination of the most appropriate and effective means of eradi- 
cating the illegal traffic, and the reduction of the manufacture of drugs to quantities 
necessary for medical and scientific purposes. A long memorandum prepared by 
the Italian Government and embodying more than fifty suggestions was considered 
by the Committee. It was decided to appoint a small sub-committee to examine 
these suggestions, and also the system of control already applied in various countries. 
This sub-committee is to report to the ordinary session of the Committee when it 
meets in January. 

The Committee has also drawn attention to the fact that only three of the 
nations represented on the Council have ratified the Opium Convention of 1925, 
out of the seven necessary to secure the coming into force of the Convention. 


NEW ECONOMIC COMMITTEE. 


The Eighth Assembly appointed a new Economic Committee, consisting of 
about thirty-five persons, representative of the various economic interests. This 
Committee will meet once a year and will advise the Council on wider economic 
interests, the older Committee continuing to direct the details of the League’s 
economic work. 


THE ASSEMBLY AND ARBITRATION. 


In the light of the speeches and resolutions of the recent Eighth Assembly of 
the League of Nations, there can be little doubt that arbitration is gaining ground 
in Europe. During the three years since the Protocol discussions, about a hundred 
arbitration treaties have been negotiated. The Assembly is likely to give an 
additional fillip to this movement for ruling out war between States. The famous 
composite resolution recommends “ the progressive extension of arbitration by 
means of special or collective agreements, including agreements between States’ 
Members and non-Members of the League of Nations, so as to extend to all countries 
the mutual confidence essential to the complete success of the Conference on the 
Limitation and Reduction of Armaments.’ 

The creation of the new Committee, whose duties will be “‘ to consider the 
measures capable of giving all States the guarantees of arbitration and security 
necessary to enable them to fix the level of their armaments at the lowest possible 
figures in an international disarmament agreement,” may prove to be one of the 
most important acts of the Assembly. 


By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union. 


IV.—NOTICES. 


1. The Latin Press Congress opened at Bucharest on October 1st. Eighty 
delegates attended. Mmes. Caceres (Peru) and Cantacuzene (Rumania) pointed 
out the necessity for the formation of a Womens’ Branch; M. Bertaut (France) 
proposed the creation of a Latin Library ; and M. Gheron (Rumania) put forward 
a resolution of closer economic contact between Latin countries. 

2. The Fourth Conference of the Balkan Section of the World Alliance for 
Promoting International Friendship through the Churches opened in Sofia on 
October 2nd, under the presidency of Mgr. Stephane. Delegates from Yugoslavia, 
Rumania, Greece and Bulgaria attended. The Secretary-General, Sir Willoughby 
Dickinson, and M. Jesekiel, the representative of the French Section, also took part 
in the Conference, which terminated on October 5th. 

3. The International Wool Conference opened at Reichenberg, Czechoslovakia 
on October 5th. Delegates from Great Britain, France, Germany and Italy were 
present. 
. The meeting of the General Council of the League of Nations Societies 
opened on October 7th in Sofia and closed on October 11th. M. Dembinski (Poland) 
was elected president for the next session. 
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V.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


*Diplomatic Conference on Import and Export Prohi- 


bitions and Restrictions -_ J “* 
*Permanent Mandates Commission ‘a 
*Sub-Committee of —, on Maritime Tonnage oe 
*Health Committee . ° ee ée 


*Economic Committee 

*Final Conference on the Interchange of Public ‘Health 
Officers in Germany... 

*International Continuation C ourse in Public Health . 

*Permanent Committee on Road Traffic . 

*Special Body of — on Traffic in Women and 
Children 

*Financial Committee , 

*Forty-seventh Session of the Council 

Far Eastern Association of Tropical Medicine. 


* League of Nations. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 
London. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 
London. 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Calcutta. 
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